Pedagogies of Hope

For me, hope in education is about believing in a learner’s potential and creating the conditions
for them to recognise that potential themselves. This artwork represents my six-month journey
with a former immigrant adult ESOL learner, where small, purposeful teaching practices have
gradually supported greater confidence and independence.

The pot represents the supportive learning environment, while the soil represents the
pedagogical approaches | use: CLT, drilling, grammar in context, pronunciation practice,
listening activities, pictograms, pick-a-pair, mix-and-match, and hands-on activities and most
importantly culturally responsive teaching. These are not isolated techniques; they provide
opportunities for the learner to practise, participate, make mistakes and try again.

The growing plant represents the learner’s development. As the plant grows, so do confidence,
listening, pronunciation, everyday communication and independence. The sun represents
hope- not as something passive, but as an active belief that learning can create new
possibilities.

Through this experience, | have come to understand that hope as something we cultivate
together. As an educator, | cannot control how quickly a learner grows, but | can create a space
where they feel supported, capable and willing to keep trying.
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