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Reflections 
 
Stephanie 
 
Our image represents hope as possibility made visible. Community college students, including 
multilingual and developmental education learners, are rarely positioned as researchers or 
knowledge producers. Yet, when given access, meaningful intellectual challenge, resources, and 
support, they excelled. They participated in every aspect of the research process, including 
presenting their research campus-wide, co-presenting at conferences, and contributing to a 
manuscript now under review. The research itself also gave me hope: both study participants and 
student researchers overwhelmingly described a sense of belonging and identified spaces where 
their cultures, interests, identities, and aspirations were represented. Most of all, this experience 
reinforced my belief that hope in higher education is not about lowering expectations. It is about 
expanding opportunity. When we create conditions for rigorous, consequential work, students help 
shape the institutions meant to serve them. 
 
Antonella 
 
To me, this collage speaks to three aspects of what hope in higher education looks like: 
collaboration, pluralism, and growth. As a researcher embedded in Prof. Beckman's English 1 class, 
I witnessed students' transformation and academic growth as they engaged in an advanced 
research project under her supervision and ongoing mentorship. Personal growth and learning 
went hand in hand as students encountered new challenges, wrestled with open-ended questions, 
and collaborated to solve problems. In a world that continually prizes individualism, Prof. Beckman 
fostered a communal learning environment, as evidenced in the class-wide research proposal and 
the research artifacts created by individual student groups. Importantly, students saw how multiple 
voices added depth to the research process and how using various languages in research has a 
broader and more far-reaching impact. 


