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Tēnā koutou, 

Nau mai, Haere mai 

Welcome to the Emotional Political Ecology Symposium 
 

 

This symposium is part of the POLLEN 2022 Virtual Conference series, and is hosted by  

Massey University Political Ecology Research Centre in conjunction with the Australian 

National University Crawford School of Public Policy. 

 

We are delighted to offer this space where we grapple with the under-explored role of 

emotions in the processes of dispossession, power and capital intensification that we, as 

political ecologists, study. The “affective turn” in feminist geography, feminist political 

ecology and anthropology underpins a flourishing of work and insights on emotions within 

social movements (Ruiz-Junco, 2012), in state-society relations (Beban, 2021) and in lived 

experiences of nature-society disruption (González-Hidalgo and Zografos, 2020). This 

burgeoning scholarship shows how emotions influence resource access, use, and control, 

and shape people’s everyday lives and relationships with each other and with the state 

(Nightingale, 2011; Sultana, 2015). Yet, the emotional is often not regarded as a core 

concern in political ecology. 

 

Format 

This symposium offers an opportunity for synchronous and asynchronous engagement.  

The pre-recorded panels will be opened for viewing and engagement on August 29. Each 

of the keynotes associated with the panels will be presented live (look out for the time zone 

indicators) and then uploaded shortly afterwards.  

 

The three panels explore the possibilities that working with emotions offers for advancing 

the broader field of political ecology through:  

(i)  innovative approaches to methodology,  

(ii) imagining new kinds of human-non-human relations, and  

(iii) emotions in ruptured and uncertain worlds. 

 

Each panel features short presentations that push the boundaries of political ecology 

through innovative theory, methodology and ethical questions. A forum space at the bottom 

of each panel page will be open for reflections and feedback from discussants and 

symposium attendees, guided by a designated chair. This format relies on everyone getting 

involved so please post your comments and go back regularly to read and respond to 

others. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Dedicated post-graduate sessions 

This year, we are delighted to offer dedicated postgraduate spaces. A masterclass 

facilitated live by Sango Mahanty and Lisa Trogisch will be held on Wednesday 7th 

September, followed by a post-graduate discussion seminar convened by Leola Meynell 

and Matt Peryman on Thursday 8th. 
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Emotional Political Ecology Co-Convenors 
 

Alice is an environmental sociologist, studying land rights, 

agricultural production and gender concerns to understand 

people's changing relationships with land and water. Recent 

research investigates ‘land grabs’ and redistributive land 

reform in Cambodia, gendered dimensions of agrarian 

transformation in the Mekong, cross-border migration of 

smallholder farmers in Southeast Asia, and methodological 

approaches in feminist political ecology. She also works with 

community activist groups in Cambodia to strengthen 

people’s access to land, and previously worked with Global 

Focus Aotearoa (New Zealand) and the Cambodian Institute 

for Cooperation and Peace (Cambodia). Alice holds a PhD in 

Development Sociology from Cornell University (New York). 

 

 

Sango is a human geographer and studies the politics of 

social and environmental change. Her recent ARC Future 

Fellowship explored these related themes in a region of 

rapid social and environmental change along the 

Cambodia-Vietnam border. Her current work in this 

region examines how communities and civil society are 

responding to dramatic processes of nature-society 

transformation or “rupture”. Sango collaborates with civil 

society and government in Australia and the Asia-Pacific 

and teaches post-graduate courses on social impact 

assessment and pollution/waste. 

 

 

Sopheak is a Lecturer at the Department of Natural 

Resource Management and Development, Royal 

University of Phnom Penh. He completed a Master’s 

degree and PhD in geography from the University of 

Sydney and an under-graduate degree in Environmental 

Management at Royal University of Phnom Penh. His 

research interests include the political ecology of 

resource frontiers, critical cartog-raphy socio-

environmental relations, and climate change. From 

August 2022 to August 2023, he undertakes a research 

fellowship at James Madison College, Michigan State 

University. 

Alice Beban, Massey University 

Sango Mahanty, The Australian National 

University 

 

Sopheak Chann, Royal University of 

Phnom Penh 



 
 
 
 

 

 

Conference Schedule 
 

All pre-recorded panels will open for viewing and discussion on Monday 29th August. We 

encourage you to view panel presentations prior to the live panel sessions. The live 

sessions will be informal, collaborative discussions, in which panellists will speak briefly to 

provocations from discussants, leading into a larger discussion with all participants.  

 

 

 

Monday 29 August 

 

7am-8am UTC – 7pm-8pm Auckland – 2pm-3pm Phnom Penh 

5pm-6pm Canberra – 9am-10am Oslo 

 

Opening keynote panel: 

Andrea Nightingale, April Bennett and Sochanny Hak 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 5 / Tuesday 6 September 

 

Mon 8pm-9:30pm UTC – Mon 10pm-11:30pm Amsterdam/Berlin – Mon 4pm-5:30pm NY 

Tues 6am-7:30am Canberra – Tues 8am-9:30am Auckland  

 

Panel 1: Methodological questions in emotional political ecology 

 

Presenters 

Lisa Trogisch - Wageningen University, the Netherlands 

Paola Solis - Justus-Liebig-Universität Giessen, Germany 

Daniel Read - University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, College Park 

USA 

Josie Wittmer - Queen’s University, Canada; and Mubina Qureshi, SEWA-AIFW, 

Minnesota, USA 

 

Discussant: Kanokwan Manorom  

Chair: Sango Mahanty 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Wednesday 7 September 

 

10am-11:30am UTC – 6am-7:30am NY – 11am-12:30pm Edinburgh –  

3:30pm-5pm Bengaluru – 5pm-6:30pm Jakarta – 8pm-9:30pm Canberra  

10pm-11:30pm Auckland 

 
Panel 2: Care, commoning and restoration: Transforming human / non-human 

relationships through emotional political ecology 
 
 

Presenters 
Maureen W. Kinyanjui, University of Edinburgh, UK 

Sony RK, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment, Bangalore 
Karen Kinslow, University of Kentucky, Lexington 

 
Discussant: Sango Mahanty 

Chair: Sopheak Chann 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Thursday 8 September 

 
Postgraduate Masterclass: Emotional political ecology masterclass with Sango 

Mahanty and Lisa Trogisch 
 

8am-9am UTC – 6pm-7pm Canberra – 10am-11am Amsterdam/Berlin – 
8pm-9pm Auckland – 3pm-4pm Jakarta 

 
 

  



 
 
 
 

 

 

Thursday 8 September 

 
 

Postgraduate discussion seminar: Leola Meynell and Matt Peryman 
 

10:30am-11.30am UTC – 12:30pm-1:30pm Amsterdam/Berlin – 5:30pm-6:30pm Jakarta 
8:30pm-9:30pm Canberra – 10:30pm-11:30pm Auckland 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday 9 September 

 
10am-11:30am UTC – 6am-7:30am NY – 11am-12:30pm Edinburgh – 12pm-1:30pm 

Oslo/Berlin/Amsterdam – 3:30pm-5pm Bengaluru – 5pm-6:30pm Jakarta  
8pm-9:30pm Canberra/Sydney – 10pm-11:30pm Auckland 

 
 

Panel 3: Emotional Political Ecology in Ruptured and Uncertain Worlds 
 

Presenters 
Anna Sturman and Blanche Verlie, University of Sydney 

Noémi Gonda, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences; and Andrea J. Nightingale, 
University of Oslo 

Sango Mahanty, Australian National University; and Sopheak Chann, Royal University 
of Phnom Penh 

 
Discussant: Laura McKay 

Chair: Alice Beban 
 
 
 

Wrap up discussion 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Opening keynote panel 

 
Andrea Nightingale 

My academic interests span political ecology, socionatures, 

critical development studies, feminist theory, and 

methodological work on mixing methods across the social and 

natural sciences. I feel passionately about theorizing new 

understandings of the society-environment nexus to account 

for power and politics within dynamic and unpredictable 

environmental change. I use in-depth, fieldwork-based studies 

combined with interdisciplinary theorizing to work with 

ontological and methodological pluralism. 

 

April Bennett  

April Bennett (Tūwharetoa, Waikato, Tūhoe, Ngāti Raukawa ki 

te Tonga) is the inaugural Lecturer in Māori Resource and 

Environmental Planning.  She has been working and studying in 

this field for 15 years.  She has a PhD in Planning, a Master of 

Philosophy in Planning, a Post-graduate Diploma in Māori 

Resource Development and a BA in Māori Studies. In her 

doctoral research she examined how power structures iwi 

contributions to freshwater planning and decision-making using 

a case study of the Manawatū River.  

Outside the university, April has worked in Parliament for the 

Primary Production and Local Government and Environment select committees, in the 

Maruwhenua Group in the Ministry for the Environment, and for the Waikato Regional Council 

coordinating a sustainable development strategy for the Lake Taupō catchment.  She maintains 

close connections with one of her hapū, Ngāti Te Maunga, and serves on the Committee of 

Management for their incorporation, Hauhungaroa 2C.  

 

Sochanny Hak  

Sochanny Hak is a Research Fellow at the Analyzing Development 

Issues Centre, Cambodia, and a freelance consultant. Her recent 

publications were on issues related to her research on indigenous 

people’s responses to land exclusions by assessing their emotions, 

affective links, and power relations. She has worked on multiple 

research projects, including migration, land and resource 

governance, indigenous people, and climate changes. Her research 

interests include land grabbing, indigenous people, gender 

transformation, natural resource governance, and climate change. 

She completed her Ph.D. in Development Studies in 2021 from the 

University of Auckland. Her thesis was on Examining Gendered Responses to Land Exclusions 

and Livelihood Transition in Six Bunong villages of Mondulkiri province, Cambodia.    



 
 
 
 

 

Panel 1: Methodological questions in Emotional Political Ecology  

 

How do we know emotion? In what ways are PE scholars engaging the methodological 

challenge posed by non-representational theories that recognise emotion can’t always be 

articulated in words? 

 

 

Towards an emotional ethnography – engaging with reciprocal fears in violent 

environments.  

Lisa Trogisch, Wageningen University, The Netherlands 

 

This article advocates forthright engagement with and utilisation of emotions during and 

after fieldwork within the field of political ecology. By bringing discussion in conflict studies 

concerning emotional reflexivity in fieldwork into dialogue with critical conservation studies 

from a political ecology perspective, I illustrate how the emotion of fear in particular 

provokes methodological adaptations as well as key conceptual insights into ostensibly 

closed parts of societies in conflict-conservation contexts. Based on twelve months of 

fieldwork within communities around the intended transboundary Virunga conservation 

area straddling the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda and Uganda, I explore how 

my own experiences of fear were entangled with my position as a researcher creating a 

source of fear for the people with whom I lived and worked, all of which shaped my data 

collection, analysis and interpretation. Expanding on an ‘accidental ethnographic’ 

approach, I propose paying more systematic attention to the complex entanglements of 

fear and other emotions during and after fieldwork in order to develop a practice I call an 

“emotional ethnography”. This approach further enables a critical perspective on the 

colonial legacies and implications of Western fieldwork practices that can advance ethical 

considerations in academic knowledge production in political ecology and beyond. 

 

Lisa Trogisch 

Lisa holds a PhD in Political Ecology and Conflict Studies from 

Wageningen University (the Netherlands), and a MSc in 

Political Economy of Violence and Development from the 

School of Oriental and African Studies, London. Her research 

engages with the (geo)political entanglements between 

emotions – particularly fear – and nature conservation in 

conflict-affected regions of sub-Sahara Africa. She has spent 

long-term, participatory fieldwork in the Democratic Republic of 

Conga, Rwanda and Uganda with focus on the last habitat of 

mountain gorillas. Currently she woks on critical perspectives and alternatives to the 

legacies of Western, neo-colonial research practices through emotional reflexivity.  



 
 
 
 

 

A methodological framework for unraveling Andean peasant women’s 

epistemologies   

Paola Solis, Justus-Liebig-Universität Giessen 

 

The presence of industrialized agribusiness increases everyday struggles of Andean 

peasant women, who practice ‘other ways of farming’ (OWF). Such OWF are close to – but 

not only – agroecology. OWFresist constant messages about the benefits of the industrial 

agricultural model and enact the possibility of farming differently. These OWF carry their 

own epistemologies entangled with affects and emotions, which do not correspond to 

technoscientific approaches, but can be useful for exploring non-Western epistemologies. 

Against this backdrop, this paper proposes a methodological framework, which builds on 

decolonial and indigenous methodologies and is supported by visual ethnographic 

methods. Sharing circles are one of such methodologies, where stories related to 

agriculture emerge. Emotions can be identified while the narrator tells their story, bringing 

more complexity to the knowledge that is being transmitted within the given story. Andean 

epistemologies might withhold a strong relationship between stories and knowing – as 

suggested by Indigenous scholars. The proposed sharing circles are supported by video 

elicitation as an ethnographic tool that provides insights into everyday tasks of 

OWF.Reviewing short films about the everyday OWF together with Andean peasant 

women provides an opportunity to consider feelings and emotions of Andean peasant 

women whilst conducting a specific task. I propose that storytelling in sharing circles 

supported by video elicitation contributes to decolonizing knowledge in political ecology by 

bringing a more complex understanding of the role of affects and emotions within non-

Western epistemologies. Such a methodological framework sheds decolonized light on 

OWF and puts emotions at center stage.   

 

 

 

 

Paola Solís Huertas 

Paola is a Peruvian anthropologist with a master’s degree in Organic Agriculture from 

Wageningen University & Research, and currently pursuing a Ph.D. degree in Sociology at 

the Justus Liebig University of Giessen. Solís Huertas’ research focuses on human-

nonhuman agroecological relations, under the lenses of feminist political ecology, 

decolonial theories and affects. 

 

   



 
 
 
 

 

'We follow the law, so you'll have to too': The political work of emotions in 

articulating caste and class in central India 

Daniel J. Read, University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science, USA 

 

Analyses of contemporary land dispossession in India have highlighted how the complex 

intersections of caste and class differentially shape resource access. Such analyses are 

important to identifying environmental injustices, yet also tend to reify caste and class as 

given social relations, giving less attention to the processes through which they are 

reproduced. In this paper, I examine the political work of emotions in articulating caste and 

class social relations. Drawing on fieldwork in the buffer zone of central India's Melghat 

Tiger Reserve, the ethnographic case study centers on Adivasi activists working to 

implement legislation that would give indigenous councils more authority to manage forest 

resources and check bureaucratic corruption. Through their struggles, emotions both 

provided them a register to articulate new ideas about social groups' obligations to each 

other and helped shape the contours of how caste and class relations are understood. In 

these ways, caste and class were not only given structural relationships, but lived 

experiences shaped by emotion and struggle. I suggest future research pay more attention 

to the emotional processes through which intersectional 

relations are reproduced in contexts of land dispossession. 

 

Daniel J. Read  

Daniel is an environmental anthropologist who studies the 

politics and ecology of conservation in working landscapes 

in India and the United States.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encountering and interpreting emotion in international research 

Josie Wittmer, Queen’s University, Canada; and Mubina Qureshi, SEWA-AIFW, USA 

 

We draw upon our field diaries and collective biography methods to excavate the ways that 
we (a doctoral researcher from Canada and a local interpreter from Ahmedabad) co-
navigated the complexities of emotion, language, and embodiment in qualitative research. 
The study involved multi-lingual interviews, focus group discussions, and participant 
observation with low-income Dalit women waste recyclers in Ahmedabad, India, spanning 
17 months between 2016-2018. At the time, almost all 46 women we interviewed and 
visited on an iterative basis were feeling stress and worry because their access to 
recyclable materials in public space (and thus, their daily incomes) were being threatened 



 
 
 
 

 

by the ongoing local privatization of solid waste collection and popular anti-littering 
campaigns. 
  
This research was bittersweet and at times, intense – it could be simultaneously joyful, 
heart-breaking, and mundane as women delved deeper into storytelling about their lives: 
their routines, histories, families, joys, and struggles. Our engagements across languages 
and cultures certainly required us to constantly reflect and attend to the implications of our 
positionalities (as a foreign outsider – Wittmer, and as an insider-outsider – Qureshi) in our 
research encounters. In doing so, we started to think more deeply about the nexus of 
language, the body, and emotion and our invocation of these intersecting elements in 
navigating challenges and fostering opportunities for connection in this work. 
  
In this panel, we retrospectively focus on emotion’s intersections with linguistic translation 
and bodily presence to provide some methodological insights into the challenges we 
encountered and the strategies we implemented to connect with, value, and interpret 
participants’ stories. We also point to nuances and possibilities of engaging /practicing 
empathy, care, and solidarity in processes of building trusting connections between 
researchers, interpreters, and participants in multilingual, intercultural research. Finally, we 
aim to contribute to anti-colonial feminist approaches to knowledge production by 
unpacking the ways that the relationalities of emotion, embodiment, and language shape 
our understandings of responsibility and the obligations we have to the people we work 
with and the places we work in. 
 

 

 

Josie Wittmer  
Josie a postdoctoral researcher in the 
Department of Geography and Planning at 
Queen’s University (and with the Institute of 
Geography and Sustainability at the 
University of Lausanne in September). Josie 
uses an ethnographic approach to study the 
connections between urban waste 
landscapes and socio-political processes of 
urban transformation in Southern cities. 
Josie is particularly interested in tracing 
emotional and embodied dimensions of 
gendered, casted labour relations 
enmeshed in urban waste management and in the imagining/production of urban 
cleanliness in South Asian cities. Josie is currently asking questions about Smart City 
projects being pursued in response to the Covid-19 pandemic to sanitize and surveil urban 
citizens and spaces in India.  
  
  



 
 
 
 

 

Mubina Qureshi 

Mubina is an independent researcher, 

translator and interpreter with more than a 

decade of academic life. She holds a PhD 

in Islamic Feminism in South Asian Female 

Muslim Novelists, intersectional in the 

areas of SA Literature and Gender 

Studies, and two Masters, in English 

Literature and African American Literature 

from Gujarat University, India. She has 

more than seven years of college teaching 

experience in India. She has trained 

multilingual students in languages, 

literature, theatre, soft-skills and self-care. Currently, she serves as an Executive Co-

Director for a Non-profit called SEWA-AIFW (Asian Indian Family Wellness) in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota (USA).   

  



 
 
 
 

 

Panel 2: Care, commoning and restoration: Transforming human / non-

human relationships through emotional political ecology  

 
This panel explores the possibilities that working with emotions offers for imagining new 

kinds of human-non-human relations. Political ecology is grappling with the challenge 

posed by new materialist perspectives across social sciences and humanities that 

emphasise the vibrancy of all (human and nonhuman) matter and call for scholars to go 

beyond anthropomorphic analysis centred on human impacts in our theorising. These 

presentations show how working with emotions may open space for transformative 

relations with the non-human world, based on care, commoning and restoration. 

 

 

 

 

Exploring Emotions to Understand how Power is Exercised in Human-Elephant 

Coexistence Efforts  

Maureen W. Kinyanjui, University of Edinburgh, UK  

 

Emotions are part and parcel of power-laden relationships and are instrumental in 

understanding how power is negotiated in conflicts between humans over wildlife 

conservation. Elephant conservation in post-colonial Kenya is characterised by power 

differentials, control, asymmetrical access, and distribution of costs and benefits. People 

who share landscapes with elephants bear the cost of living with them and receive minimal 

benefits. Therefore, implementing elephant conservation and achieving human-elephant 

coexistence necessarily involves emotions and affect. However, these are rarely 

acknowledged. Often, the focus is on understanding human behaviour to improve tolerance 

towards elephants and manage conflict. This research argues that to achieve socially just 

and sustainable human-elephant coexistence, we need to look at emotions; not to 

manipulate them to suit an institution’s or state’s agenda (Gonda, 2019), but to see power 

in action within the elephant conservation spaces and to challenge the asymmetrical power 

dynamics that make communities vulnerable to conflicts with elephants. I will use a case 

study of human-elephant conflict from the Sagalla community in southern Kenya to 

illustrate how emotions are integral to understanding different expressions of conflict. 

Secondly, I will show how emotions are embedded within the community’s engagement 

with elephants and inform how community members navigate and give meaning to social-

ecological changes, their interactions with each other, elephants, and conservation 

institutions. My research hopes to decolonise knowledges informing elephant conservation 

in Kenya by highlighting the lived experiences of community members through emotions 

and how they shape the community’s daily struggles to access and use shared resources 

like land. 



 
 
 
 

 

Maureen W. Kinyanjui 

Maureen’s academic background is in 

social sciences, with an undergraduate 

degree in Social Work from the University 

of Nairobi and a postgraduate degree in 

Global Studies (Sociology and Political 

Science) from the University of Freiburg, 

Germany. While working on food security, 

drought management, and rural 

development projects in rural Kenya, 

Maureen realised that we needed first to 

understand and address conflicts between 

humans and wildlife to achieve our goals. 

Maureen was motivated to pursue a 

postgraduate degree in Conservation and 

Rural Development at the Durrell Institute of Conservation and Ecology (DICE), University 

of Kent and later joined the University of Edinburgh in 2020 as a PhD student. Maureen’s 

career ambition is to improve participation and understanding of local communities in 

managing their natural resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

Riverine Relations, Affective Labour and Changing Environmental Subjectivity in 

Kerala, South India  

Sony RK, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment, Bangalore  

 

Recent works in political ecology draw attention to affective ecologies that focus on lived 

experiences and fluid/relational subjectivities. The attention to affect and materiality 

grounded in vitalist ontology helps imagine new sociological futures and re-envision 

humanistic notions of agency. In this paper, I build on affective ecology and emotional 

political ecology literature to demonstrate how people’s subjectivity is transformed through 

their lived experience of polluted waterscapes, memories of emotional and material 

engagement with their immediate nature, and affective labor practices. While 

environmental discourses and governance techniques play an important role in ensuring 

public participation and growth of an environmental movement, based on sociological 

research conducted around two environmental protests in Kerala, I argue that peoples’ 

understanding of environmental crisis may not always come through environmental 

discourse and governance techniques but also perceived and lived in affective relations. 



 
 
 
 

 

For activists involved in Eloor and Kathikudam movement in Kerala, India, their interactions 

with the river- an immediate nature in both cases- and the memories associated with it act 

as a central force in the “becoming” of people who care for the environment. I suggest that 

through everyday involvement in the movement and fighting to protect rivers from pollution, 

villagers protect their riverscapes and transform their individual and collective subjectivities. 

 

 

Sony RK 

Sony R K is a final year PhD student in Conservation 

Science and Sustainability Studies at Ashoka Trust for 

Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE), 

Bengaluru. His dissertation focuses on the 

transformation of environmentalism and environmental 

subjectivity in Kerala. He has been a visiting lecturer at 

the Transdisciplinary University (TDU), Bengaluru, 

where he taught courses on social theory and 

qualitative research methodology. Before joining for his 

PhD at ATREE, he has worked in Kerala and Central 

and Eastern Himalayan landscapes on various 

research projects related to mammalian ecology and 

conservation, agroecology, and environmental impact assessment. 

 

 

 

 

Stream restoration: Representation, affect and vegetal geographies 

Karen Kinslow, University of Kentucky 

 

My doctoral work recognizes the contingency of place and reveals the complex topological 

processes of the restoration and ecological management of Cane Run Creek in Lexington, 

KY, USA by considering the representations of baselines and endpoints in the biotic 

components of the restoration alongside the individual affective dimensions experienced 

by practitioners. Ecological restoration is, I find, a temporally open-ended process that 

mobilizes a particular representation of past into the present and projects this future onto 

a landscape. A more relational view of restoration shows it to be an effort to restore 

relationships, including the relationship between the nonhuman and the human. 

Restoration thus encompasses the co-evolving entanglements between representations 

and affects with places and among the beings who encounter and are encountered within 

them. Stream restoration practices, specifically, are negotiations, and they produce a future 

out of representational past and the affective present. Representations of what is ‘natural’ 



 
 
 
 

 

or ‘degraded’ as well as what is ‘restored’ influence how directives of these kinds of 

restoration projects are manifested. Still, the spontaneous, affective moments can 

determine the materiality of a landscape in ways that run counter to or amplify 

representations. The more-than-representational, more-than-human aspects of 

restoration, I argue, should be part of restoration science, monitoring, and the long-term 

management of and engagement with restoration landscapes. By examining the 

representational in tandem with the affective socioecological moments of stream 

restoration, it may be feasible to more fully understand and to anticipate how restorations 

can and do unfold. 

 

 

Karen S. Kinslow, University of Kentucky 

Karen is a PhD candidate in the Department of 

Geography at the University of Kentucky. Karen wields a 

place-based, transversal methodology in her approach to 

stream restoration as affective encounter. She is guided 

in her research by some basic questions like: How can we 

more fully integrate the human with the ecological in both 

theory and practice? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Post-graduate masterclass with Sango Mahanty and Lisa Trogisch 
 

A workshop about empathy and other emotions in relation to research methodology. 

 

 

 

Sango is a human geographer and studies the 

politics of social and environmental change. Her 

recent ARC Future Fellowship explored these 

related themes in a region of rapid social and 

environmental change along the Cambodia-Vietnam 

border. Her current work in this region examines 

how communities and civil society are responding to 

dramatic processes of nature-society transformation 

or “rupture”. Sango collaborates with civil society 

and government in Australia and the Asia-Pacific 

and teaches post-graduate courses on social impact 

assessment and pollution/waste. 

 
 
 
 

 

Lisa holds a PhD in Political Ecology and Conflict 

Studies from Wageningen University (the 

Netherlands), and a MSc in Political Economy of 

Violence and Development from the School of 

Oriental and African Studies, London. Her 

research engages with the (geo)political 

entanglements between emotions – particularly 

fear – and nature conservation in conflict-affected 

regions of sub-Sahara Africa. She has spent long-

term, participatory fieldwork in the Democratic 

Republic of Conga, Rwanda and Uganda with 

focus on the last habitat of mountain gorillas. 

Currently she woks on critical perspectives and 

alternatives to the legacies of Western, neo-

colonial research practices through emotional 

reflexivity.  



 
 
 
 

 

Postgraduate discussion seminar with Leola Meynell and Matt 
Peryman 
 

 
This postgrad event will bring together researchers from different disciplines and countries 
to showcase and discuss the multidimensional role of emotions in political ecology and 
socio-ecological research. 
 

 

 

 

Ko Putauaki te Maunga, ko Rangitaiki te Awa, ko 

Ngāti Awa te Iwi, ko Matt Peryman ahau. Matt 

Peryman is a social anthropology student based 

in Tāmaki Makaurau. Matt's research involves 

taking a Kaupapa Māori approach to holistically 

address plastic pollution, corporate imperialism, 

and waste colonialism. Matt is also involved with 

several NGOs working to end plastic pollution, 

including the Aotearoa Plastic Pollution Alliance 

and Break Free From Plastic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leola’s (MA, Psychology) PhD research at Massey 

University analyses how climate change is affecting 

women's feelings and decisions about having 

children, specifically within the post-industrialised 

contexts of Aotearoa New Zealand, the UK, and the 

US. 

  



 
 
 
 

 

Panel 3. Emotional Political Ecology in Ruptured and Uncertain Worlds 

 

Although emotions are a central facet of lived experience, they have been under-explored 

in the processes of dispossession, power and capital intensification that political ecologists 

study. The “affective turn” in feminist geography, feminist political ecology and 

anthropology underpins a flourishing of work and insights on emotions within social 

movements (Ruiz-Junco, 2012), in state-society relations (Beban, 2021) and in lived 

experiences of nature-society disruption (González-Hidalgo and Zografos, 2020). This 

burgeoning scholarship shows how emotions influence resource access, use, and control, 

and shape people’s everyday lives and relationships with each other and with the state 

(Nightingale, 2011; Sultana, 2015). Yet, the emotional is often not regarded as a core 

concern in political ecology.  

 

Papers in this panel will specifically explore how emotions figure in ever-intensifying 

experiences of nature-society disruption in the Anthropocene. Emotions have recently 

been explored in social movement studies, and in a burgeoning literature on 

socioecological anxiety. Here, panelists will explore how emotions mediate experiences of 

rupture and uncertainty. What kinds of emotions and emotional labour are involved in 

managing the uncertainty and anxiety of dramatic socioecological change? How do 

affective responses figure in situations of conflict, in social movements and/or in other 

forms of agency?  

 

This is the final of three connected panels that will explore the possibilities that working 

with emotions offers for advancing the broader field of political ecology through (i)  

innovative approaches to methodology, (ii) imagining new kinds of human-non-human 

relations, and (iii) dealing with ruptured and uncertain worlds. Each panel features four 

short presentations that push the boundaries of political ecology through innovative theory, 

methodology and ethical questions. Then the panel will be opened for reflections from 

discussants and open conversation. Our intention is to foster a collective conversation 

amongst all attendees.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

Affective labour and climate action: A conversation across disciplines 

Anna Sturman and Blanche Verlie, University of Sydney 

 

In this presentation, we come together from distinct disciplines: political economy (Anna), 

and education (Blanche) to explore how we might understand affective labour in the context 

of climate activism and anxiety.  

 

Anna's research considers the political economy of climate change, focusing particularly 

on the ways political and economic power are articulated, understood and grappled with in 

capitalist liberal democracies. In examining the possibilities for programmatic 

transformations, her work sits at the intersections, and draws upon critical traditions 

associated with, eco-socialist, materialist feminist and Marxian political and state theory. 

 

Blanche is a postdoctoral researcher whose work has explored the affective geographies 

of climate change, with a focus on the ways climate anxiety is encountered and circulates 

within climate change education and youth climate activism. She has researched the ways 

environmental educators manage their own worries, and the strategies they use to enable 

their students to engage with their emotional responses to climate crisis. As part of this she 

has considered the (often invisible and unpaid) corporeal and energetic efforts of people to 

navigate the affective harms of climate change. 

 

Key questions that emerge at the intersection of our distinct approaches to these topics, 

that we will explore and discuss, include: in what ways might experiencing and managing 

climate anxiety be considered (emotional?) labour, and what would a materialist eco-

feminist approach to such considerations offer? What are the political economies of 

ecological distress? How are the extractive regimes of capitalism felt in the climate-affected 

body? What are the frictions between affect and historical materialist theories which might 

preclude this line of reasoning? 

 

 

Anna Sturman 

Anna Sturman is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow on the 

Australian Government-funded Developing systems and 

capacities to protect animals in catastrophic fires project 

(2022-2024), working with partner organisation the 

Shoalhaven City Council. 

Anna completed her PhD in the Department of Political 

Economy at the University of Sydney in 2021. Her 

research focus is bringing historical materialist critiques of 

nature and value, and the role of the state, to bear on 



 
 
 
 

 

contemporary climate change discussions, particularly with regards to agrarian and rural 

transformations. Drawing from Marxian political economy, economic geography and 

political ecology, Anna’s work is situated within an emerging network of scholars building 

an internationalist, ecosocialist perspective in the Pacific; concerned not only with the 

critical elaboration of existing capitalist natures but their transcendence. 

 

 

 

Blanche Verlie 

I'm an uninvited settler living on unceded Gadigal 

Country, and a Postdoctoral Researcher at the Sydney 

Environment Institute. My research investigates how 

people understand, experience, and respond to climate 

change, and how we might do this differently and better. 

I draw on feminist and multispecies philosophy to 

consider the complex, diverse and intimate ways that 

climate changes manifests in contemporary life, and 

how this analysis could inform more just and ecological 

modes of living in, with, and as the world. My work 

focuses specifically on the ways climate change is felt, 

lived and imagined, such as the often visceral 

experiences of climate distress, and the unequal and 

unjust dimensions of this, as well as how this affective 

injustice can inspire regenerative forms of climate action. My book Learning to live-with 

climate change: From anxiety to transformation is available as a free e-book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Embracing uncertainty in political ecology through emotions and affect  

Noémi Gonda, Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences; and Andrea J. Nightingale, 

University of Oslo 

 

The affective and emotional “turn” is gaining importance within political ecology 

scholarship. Studies are burgeoning that seek to explain socionatural changes and conflicts 

not only as the result of economic, political and social choices or rational struggles, but also 

as emotive and affective realities. They help to shift the analytical focus from inequalities 

https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9780367441265/learning-live-climate-change-blanche-verlie
https://www.taylorfrancis.com/books/oa-mono/10.4324/9780367441265/learning-live-climate-change-blanche-verlie


 
 
 
 

 

as immutable outcomes, to ambivalent power processes; from cognition and “hard” data 

managed by powerful agents, to experiential ways of knowing; and from individual 

responsibilities for transformational change, to the importance of building affective and 

compassionate collectives.  

  

Yet, uncertainties about the future, which the COVID-19 pandemic has laid bare further 

challenge how we think about the interface of political economies, socionatural change, 

affect and unpredictable outcomes. The pandemic is a proxy for the context in which future 

political ecology research has to be carried out, but also reminds political ecologists about 

our responsibilities for imagining new and multiple ways in which radical transformations 

need to come about.   

  

In this paper, we discuss how emotions and affect can help political ecologists to engage 

with the unknown and the uncertain in ways that allow for envisioning transformations as 

non-normative, and as processes that emerge from affective relations whose outcomes are 

inherently aleatory and unpredictable (Nightingale, Gonda, Eriksen 2021). Working with 

and through the uncertain, we argue can have substantial consequences on our 

scholarship, too often stuck in (justified) criticisms of our current world order and that often 

gives insufficient importance to the few bright spots that can become inspirations for 

cracking the shell of our current world. By discussing snapshots of our empirical research 

in Nepal, Nicaragua and Hungary, we illustrate how a shift of focus from effects to affects, 

from power struggles to embodied ways of living in and through conflicts help to decenter 

the human and recenter uncertainty as something not obligatorily negative but as a 

potential opening for transformational practice.   

 

 

Noémi Gonda 

Noémi is a researcher at the Department of Urban and Rural 

Development at the Swedish University of Agricultural 

Sciences. She holds a PhD from Central European University, 

Budapest, Hungary (now moved to Vienna, Austria). Her PhD 

research (2016) was a feminist ethnography of the politics of 

gender and climate change in Nicaragua. She is currently doing 

research on justice and conflict resolution in resource 

management as well as on the linkages between natural 

resources management and the development of authoritarian 

regimes in Nicaragua and Hungary. Previously to becoming a 

researcher, she was a “development” worker in Central 

America (2002-2010) working with smallholder farmers, 

Indigenous groups and international organizations. Noémi is particularly interested in 

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ceu.edu%2F&data=05%7C01%7CL.Vonk%40massey.ac.nz%7Cfe4ace7770894e19240708da64f9eff0%7C388728e1bbd0437898dcf8682e644300%7C1%7C0%7C637933321933781135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sozOQzi5Qx3t5eCImFu1XUnRQfsL5pnEO5FAHtIWhkY%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 

 

exploring how radical social and environmental transformations towards justice and equity 

can emerge, and the role of scholar-activists in supporting the emergence of such 

transformations. 

 

 

Andrea J. Nightingale 

My academic interests span political ecology, 

socionatures, critical development studies, feminist 

theory, and methodological work on mixing methods 

across the social and natural sciences. I feel passionately 

about theorizing new understandings of the society-

environment nexus to account for power and politics 

within dynamic and unpredictable environmental change. 

I use in-depth, fieldwork-based studies combined with 

interdisciplinary theorizing to work with ontological and 

methodological pluralism. 

   

 

 

 

 

Living with rupture 

Sango Mahanty, Australian National University; and Sopheak Chann, Royal University of 

Phnom Penh 

 

The ‘emotional turn’ in feminist scholarship, cultural geography and anthropology provides 

important insights on how emotions mediate our lived experiences of environmental and 

social change. Increasingly, new processes of nature-society change meld with past and 

ongoing transformations to amplify change and uncertainty - a set of interactions known as 

rupture. This paper will explore how disruptions of this kind interrupt far more than 

livelihoods and functional relationships to nature - they also evoke strong emotions such 

as grief, trauma and anger. Furthermore, the upheaval of existing arrangements during 

rupture can create new spaces of negotiation - what Christian Lund (2016) calls an ‘open 

moment’. These developments raise important questions on the relationship between 

rupture, emotions, and spaces for agency. In what ways do emotions figure in 

transformative action? We examine these emotional dimensions of rupture in the context 

of Cambodia’s Lower Sesan 2 dam - which gained international media attention for 

community resistance to involuntary resettlement. Here, local experiences of rupture were 

layered and emotional, rippling through peoples’ relationships to familiar places, as well as 

intimate and community relationships. For some, feelings of outrage and anger 



 
 
 
 

 

underpinned collective political action to challenge state decisions; while others acquiesced 

to state instructions in light of layered dispossessions and associated feelings of trauma 

and fear. Although analytical attention easily turns to protest and resistance in rupture 

contexts, we argue that intersectional, embodied experiences of rupture are emotionally 

charged and unpredictable. Rupture is therefore ‘generative’ rather than ‘transformative’, 

where responses can range from acquiescence to political action, within shifting and 

unequal state-society dynamics. 

 

Lund C (2016) Rule and Rupture: State Formation through the Production of Property 

and Citizenship. Development and Change 47 (6): 1199–1228. 

  

 

Sango Mahanty 

I am a human geographer and study the politics of 

social and environmental change. My recent ARC 

Future Fellowship explored these related themes in 

a region of rapid social and environmental change 

along the Cambodia-Vietnam border - for more on 

this see Unsettled Frontiers: market formation in 

the Cambodia-Vietnam Borderlands (Cornell). My 

current work in this region examines how 

communities and civil society are responding to 

dramatic processes of nature-society 

transformation or “rupture”. I collaborate with civil 

society and government in Australia and the Asia-

Pacific. I also teach postgraduate courses on social impact assessment and 

pollution/waste. 

 

 

Sopheak Chann 

Sopheak is a Lecturer at the Department of Natural 

Resource Management and Development, Royal 

University of Phnom Penh. He completed a Master’s 

degree and PhD in geography from the University of 

Sydney and an under-graduate degree in Environmental 

Management at Royal University of Phnom Penh. His 

research interests include the political ecology of resource 

frontiers, critical cartog-raphy socio-environmental 

relations, and climate change. From August 2022 to 

August 2023, he undertakes a research fellowship at 

James Madison College, Michigan State University. 

https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501761485/unsettled-frontiers/#bookTabs=1
https://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/book/9781501761485/unsettled-frontiers/#bookTabs=1
https://www.newmandala.org/rupture/
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