
  

 

 
  



 

 

Tēnā koutou, 
Nau mai, Haere mai 

Welcome to the Conviviality wānanga! 
  
It is our great pleasure to welcome participants from around the globe to this virtual, asynchronous and free 
event. Amid unprecedented demands on our time and attention, no registration is required and we welcome all 
kinds of engagement from light and flexible to full immersion. 
  
Over the next week we explore the tangled global predicaments of climate change, agriculture, biodiversity, and 
conservation with a focus on conviviality – that is, the cultivation of vitality, regeneration, and restoration in 
shifting terrains of belonging and exclusion in the unmaking and remaking of multispecies communities. 
  
We look forward to a very exciting week that will bring people together to share ideas, research insights, and 
thoughts for the future as we work toward a shared writing project. 
  
There are multiple ways you can participate: 
  
Watch the Keynote provocations: Each day begins with a short video from a scholar, activist, indigenous leader, 
or farmer, join us to share what is most vital and urgent about building convivial worlds today. This sets the 
thematic focus and tone for the day. Don’t miss it, or forget to follow up with comments! 
 
Watch the panel presentations: Each day we release new panels that bring together 2-5 video presentations 
around different themes. We feature just 1-2 panels a day so that engagement is focused and dynamic, and we 
can link discussions and themes across the days.  
 
Watch/Read the Discussant response: Established scholars have prepared audio/visual or written responses to 
the presentations, posted to the panel’s webpage.  
  
Join online discussions: One benefit of a fully virtual format is not being confined to the few minutes following 
presentations. Please visit the webpage for each panel to find a chaired comments section to engage. Panel 
‘Chairs’ will kick off discussion, and Participants will take the lead thereafter. Comments sections will be open 
from the day of the panel scheduled in the conference programme through the end of the conference.  
 
The aim is for Presenters to receive more substantive feedback on their presentations than is common at 
traditional conferences, and for all conference participants to engage in discussions at their own pace. This 
format relies on everyone getting involved: post your comments and go back in regularly to read and respond 
to others’ thoughts and keep the discussion moving! 
  
Why is convivial virtual? Traditional academic conferences are responsible for a considerable amount of carbon 
emissions, as Presenters fly from around the world to present in a single location. While hospitality and proximity 
can generate memorable experiences and enduring connections, it also incurs significant financial costs that can 
preclude researchers from developing countries and postgraduate students from attending. The Environmental 
Humanities Initiative at UC Santa Barbara estimated that running an online conference reduces the carbon 
footprint of a conference by 99%, while also broadening global reach and accessibility. Covid-19 highlights the 
need for such new forms of collaboration and conferencing.  
 
There are still significant ecological issues surrounding the mineral extraction, manufacturing, waste disposal, 
and energy costs of the computational and networking technologies required for an online conference. 
However, unlike the carbon emissions associated with travel to a venue for a conference, the costs associated 
with computers, cameras, and undersea fibre-optic cables do not correspond to a one-off event; they will 
continue to be used long after the conference finishes. Our conversations can also continue using this format; 
at the close of the conference, the presentations will stay online as an open access resource, unless Presenters 
request otherwise. 
 



 

 

Furthermore, we view this experimental conference format as a proof of concept for an unfolding world of more 
ethical academic and advocacy mobility, which demands far more intentionality, redistribution of travel funds, 
and limits upon convention-style conferences toward increasing access for those with different abilities, financial 
resources, care-taking responsibilities, and other barriers of access. The success of this model rests, of course, 
on you, the participants, and your engagement, to dynamize the asynchronous format with respectful, 
thoughtful, and generous contributions. 
  
We hope that the work done in this space will encourage collaborations across boundaries between social 
sciences, advocacy, arts, and humanities. We look forward to the presentations and subsequent discussions that 
open up new conversations, perspectives and debates about the possibilities and problems of multispecies 
relations and politics of living together.   
  
Ngā mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa, 
Serena Stein and Sita Venkateswar 
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Serena Stein is an anthropologist who investigates agrarian and 
environmental change, critical development studies, and technology 
studies in southern Africa and Brazil. She has worked on issues 
pertaining to plantation economies, commodity frontiers, and 
multispecies communities, while also living and farming with 
traditional, commercial, and indigenous agriculturalists. Her current 
research centers on opportunistic markets, technologies, and relations 
under climate change, examining carbon soil sequestration, or carbon 
banking, in regenerative agriculture. She also co-leads a transregional 
research and advocacy collaborative working across the Indian Ocean 
on issues of port expansion, mangrove ecologies, and agrarian 
livelihoods. Serena is a Researcher in the Sociology of Development and 
Change and Rural Sociology Groups at Wageningen University, The 
Netherlands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sita Venkateswar is Programme Coordinator and Associate Professor in 
the Social Anthropology programme at Massey University. She is also 
Associate Director of the New Zealand India Research Institute. Her 
current research interests include agroecological, regenerative and 
multispecies approaches to farming and food futures. She applies 
intersectional and decolonising research methodologies within 
contemporary contexts of Aotearoa New Zealand and South Asia. 
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Dr. Trisia Farrelly – PERC Co Director 
Dr. Sy Taffel – PERC Co Director 
Lisa Vonk – PERC Administration 
Romilly Cumming – PERC Administration 
Assoc. Prof Dirk Roep – Wageningen University and Research 
Alice Beban – Massey University 
Heidi McLeod – Massey University 
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Conference Schedule 

Day 1: October 4 

 

 
Opening 

 
Mihi Whakatau 

Tākuta Ferris 
 

Co-Convenors’ Welcomes 
Serena Stein & Sita Venkateswar 

 

Keynote 1: Maywa Montenegro de Wit 

“A Provocation on Agroecology and the 2021 UN Food Systems Summit” 

 
Chair: Serena Stein 

Panel I. Ideologies, Tools, and Advocacy  

 Discussants: Paige West; Mike Goldsmith 

 
 
The contradictions of conviviality (and their resolution) 
Graeme MacRae 
 
Between a rock and a chainsaw: Convivial tools, labour productivity and European peasants 
Simon Popay 
 
Social movements as living labs of conviviality and their (in)formal transnational context in the Balkans 
Milica Kočović De Santo 
  
Climate ethics based on conviviality theory in a Brazilian perspective 
Frederico Salmi 

 

Keynote 2: Bram Büscher 
“A Provocation on Convivial Politics: Exclusion, Unmaking, and Limits” 

 

Chair: Serena Stein 

 

 



 

 

Panel II. Conservation Politics 

Discussant: Anselmo Matusse 

  
Conviviality and the Bay of Bengal Littoral 
Debojyoti Das 
  
Becoming-with pewen: Understanding human-tree entanglements and its challenges to conservation 
Robert Petitpas 
 
Paludiculture as conviviality on peatland: A farming system that supports ecosystem restoration 
Ibnu Budiman 
 
Dewilding ‘Wolf-land’: Understanding historical drivers of human-wildlife conflict in Ireland 
Dara Sands 

 
  
  

  



 

 

Day 2: October 5 

 

Keynote 3: Reginaldo Haslett-Marroquin 
“A Provocation on Decolonising Agriculture and Scaling Up Regenerative 

Systems” 

 
Chair: Alice Beban 

 

Panel III. Cultivation Beyond Productivism 

 
Discussants: A. R. Vasavi; Dirk Roep 

 

Teikei: A Japanese concept of sharing the harvest - natures gifts should be shared with all 
Hiroko Amemiya 
  
Who wants to be a good farmer? Accounting for a more-than-production counter culture of farming in rural 
Australia 
Nicolette Larder 
  
Conviviality through crop swapping 
Heidi McLeod 
  
Intersections in agriculture and conservation: Approaches to Food System Resilience in Niagara 
Ursula Bero 

  

  



 

 

Day 3: October 6 

Keynote 4: Andrés León Araya  
“A Provocation on the Plantation as Anti-Convivial Machine” 

 
Chair: Andrew Dickson 

 

Panel IV. Extraction, Labour, Ecologies 

 
Discussants: Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt; Alice Beban; Andrew Flachs; Vinicius Furuie 

  
 
 
Conviviality without environmentalism: An ethnography of illegal logging in Indonesian Borneo 
Paul Hasan Thung 
 
The actual and virtual socio-political ecologies of “camp life” on fruit orchards in the Okanagan 
Kathleen Hutton 
 
Bright spot ethnography: The analytical potential of things that work 
Sarah Osterhoudt 

  

Panel V. Botanical Relations 

Discussants: Andrew Flachs; Vinicius Furuie 

 
Children of the palms: Sago-human convivialities in West Papua 
Sophie Chao 
  
New tropicalities, oil palm in the post plantationocene 
Michelle Lai Jingmin 
  
Crop wild relative conservation, re-staging domestication narratives, and the promise of convivial futures 
Anna-Katharina Laboissière 

  



 

 

Day 4: October 7 

Keynote 5: Annu Jalais 
“A Provocation on Convivial Solidarities” 

Chair: Sita Venkateswar 

Panel VI. Multispecies Relations 

 
Discussants: Piers Locke; Dana Powell; Alyssa Paredes 

 

Between conflict and conviviality: Human-wildlife encounters and the political animal geography of land 
development 
Sören Köpke 
  
‘Meet the farmily’: Interspecies relatedness as a politics of conviviality and conservation on Australian heritage 
breed farms 
Catie Gressier 
  
Caring for nonhumans beyond nature-culture dualism: Elephant conservation, mahoutship labour, and 
multispecies entanglements in Sumatra, Indonesia 
Lubabun Ni'am  
  
Symbiotic futures: Examining changes in the microbe/human relationship in agriculture 
Holly Brause 
  
Wild life and wild death: Conviviality and the necropolitics of rewilding 
Edda Starck 

  

  



 

 

Day 5: October 8 

 

Keynote 6: Pounamu Skelton 
“A Provocation About Healthy Roots: A Story of Hope Through Growing Kai 

with Indigenous Wisdoms” 
 

 
Chair: Hone Morris 

 

Panel VII. Indigeneity and Decolonisation 

 
Discussants: Margaret Forster; Laura Pereira 

 

Expressing post-human legalities in Andean community life-projects: Decolonising human rights from below 
Rosemary Coombe and David Jefferson 
  
How do we remap the settler-colony? Encounters between Maori cultural mapping, expert knowledges and 
multi-functional landscape design in Aotearoa NZ 
Ritodhi Chakraborty and Hirini Matunga 

  
 
 
 

Panel VIII. Convivial Placemaking: A Roundtable Discussion 

 
Discussants: Juliana Mansvelt; Sarah Osterhoudt  

 
Let’s start with nature connection: Practicing, sharing, learning and trying to understand it 
  
A digital roundtable discussion led by Dr. Vitalija Povilaityte-Petri 

  
 
  

  



 

 

Day 6: October 9 

Keynote 7: Yanniek Schoonhoven  
“A Dialogue on Being a Young Regenerative Farmer in the European 

Countryside” 

 

Chair: Trisia Farrelly 
 

Panel IX. Conviviality through Peatlands  

 
Discussant: Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt  

  
RE-PEAT host this collective brainstorm session at the intersection of conviviality and peatlands. 

 

Panel X. The Urban Convivial 

 
Discussants: Max Ajl; Matt Henry 

 
 
Designing convivial spaces 
Edward H. Huijbens 
  
Volunteer participation in urban agriculture: How conviviality helps to drive change 
Daniel Kelly 
  
Wild Sargasso Sea: Social labor, conviviality and the future of unions 
Brandon Hunter-Pazzara 
  



 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Maywa Montenegro de Wit 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Maywa Montenegro de Wit’s research draws on political ecology, science and technology studies, and rural 
political economy in research on transitions to agroecological food systems. Her past and present projects span 
the development of new biotechnologies such as CRISPR/Cas, the emergence of grassroot movement-scientist 
research partnerships, and politics of knowledge in and around the advancement of agroecology, food and seed 
sovereignty, and commoning alternatives to intellectual property. 
 
Along with several other scholars, Dr. Montenegro de Wit has been working to research, document, and critically 
appraise the FSS approaches, including with policy briefs, op-eds, and sign on letters (collected here). This 
includes encouraging scholars and practitioners to join the scientists' boycott and to support the No New 'IPPC 
for Food' letter to policymakers. She simultaneously supports and participates in the Peoples' Counter-
Mobilization, comprising roughly 600 Indigenous and peasant organizations globally who are contesting the 
legitimacy of the FSS process. 
 
 
  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2FacademicsonUNFSS&data=04%7C01%7Cserena.stein%40wur.nl%7C7b330775e12f4e390c8908d953244b23%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637632237628421716%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pVcWzvH37F2g8LHYtRlgzd3iYWZ9umYTlj8IoJ%2FXKaI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagroecologyresearchaction.org%2Fscientists-boycott-the-2021-un-food-systems-summit%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cserena.stein%40wur.nl%7C7b330775e12f4e390c8908d953244b23%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637632237628431710%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qXHyZLUdc1bydCzeCu%2BGBe5L4MhLFR5ujb0aaiAl0Zk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagroecologyresearchaction.org%2Fopen-letter-to-policy-makers-no-new-science-policy-interface-for-food-systems%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cserena.stein%40wur.nl%7C7b330775e12f4e390c8908d953244b23%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637632237628441706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dMf9azCK4OD49jLxjZ0UC2mlo2MRM9z5H3wOz4w5vFo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fagroecologyresearchaction.org%2Fopen-letter-to-policy-makers-no-new-science-policy-interface-for-food-systems%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cserena.stein%40wur.nl%7C7b330775e12f4e390c8908d953244b23%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637632237628441706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=dMf9azCK4OD49jLxjZ0UC2mlo2MRM9z5H3wOz4w5vFo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foodsystems4people.org%2Ftake-action-2%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cserena.stein%40wur.nl%7C7b330775e12f4e390c8908d953244b23%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637632237628441706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=n9gmAvHERLUVMXTPUldr2oFk2xAD5Z9FrOkkQXja2m8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foodsystems4people.org%2Ftake-action-2%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cserena.stein%40wur.nl%7C7b330775e12f4e390c8908d953244b23%7C27d137e5761f4dc1af88d26430abb18f%7C0%7C0%7C637632237628441706%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=n9gmAvHERLUVMXTPUldr2oFk2xAD5Z9FrOkkQXja2m8%3D&reserved=0


 

 

Keynote Speaker  
Bram Büscher 

 

 
 
 
 
Bram Büscher is Professor and Chair of the Sociology of Development and Change group at Wageningen 
University, The Netherlands and holds visiting positions at the Department of Geography, Environmental 
Management and Energy Studies of the University of Johannesburg and the Department of Sociology and Social 
Anthropology of Stellenbosch University, in South Africa. Dr. Büscher's recent books are The Conservation 
Revolution: Radical Ideas for Saving Nature Beyond the Anthropocene and The Truth About Nature: 
Environmentalistm in the Era of Post-Truth Politics and Platform Capitalism.   
 
  



 

 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Reginaldo Haslett-Marroquin 

  
 
 

 
 

 
Regi is the principal architect of an innovative poultry-centered regenerative agriculture model that. His focus is 
on the development of multi-level strategies for building regenerative food and agriculture systems that deliver 
social, economic and ecological benefits. He currently oversees the implementation of restorative blueprints for 
communities in the US, Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras. 
 
A native Guatemalan, Regi received his agronomy degree from the Central National School of Agriculture, 
studied at the Universidad de San Carlos in Guatemala and graduated from Augsburg College in Minneapolis 
with a major in international business administration and a minor in communications. 
 
Regi began working on economic development projects with indigenous Guatemalan communities in 1988. He 
served as a consultant for the United Nations Development Program’s Bureau for Latin America and as an advisor 
to the World Council of Indigenous Peoples. He was a founding member of the Fair Trade Federation in 1994. 
 
Regi served as Director of the Fair Trade Program for the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy from 1995 to 
1998, and led the creation, strategic positioning, start-up and launch of Peace Coffee, a Minnesota-based fair-
trade coffee company. 
 
Regi currently lives in Northfield Minnesota with his wife Amy and their three kids. 
  



 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Andrés León Araya 

 
 

 
 
 
Andrés León Araya has a PhD. in Anthropology from the City University of New York (CUNY). He is currently the 
Director of the Center for Political Research (CIEP) and teaches in the Political Science and Anthropology 
departments, at the University of Costa Rica. His research focuses on the relationship between agrarian conflict 
and state formation in Central America, and the intersection between political ecology and labor. Andrés is 
currently starting a new research project on the transnational technologies of coup d'etat in Latin America.  
  
Doctor en antropología por la Universidad de la Ciudad de Nueva York (Cuny). Actualmente soy el director del 
Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Políticos (Ciep) y doy clases en las escuelas de antropología y ciencias 
políticas, todos estos de la Universidad de Costa Rica. Mis intereses de investigación se centran en la relación 
entre conflicto agrario y formación de estado en Centroamérica, la intesección entre ecología política y trabajo 
y actualmente estoy iniciando un nuevo proyecto de investigación sobre las tecnologías de los golpes de estado 
en América Latina. 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Annu Jalais 

 
 

 
 
 
Annu Jalais is an Assistant Professor within the faculty of Arts & Social Sciences at the National University of 
Singapore. Born and educated in Kolkata, a fascination with the Sundarbans, the largest natural habitat of Bengal 
tigers, led her to anthropology. Annu has a PhD in Anthropology from the London School of Economics. 

 
At the core of Annu’s research is the relationship between humans and their environment, specifically in relation 
to wild animals and climate change, along with issues of development, justice and discrimination. These have 
been explored in her first book Forest of Tigers: People, Politics and Environment in the Sundarbans (Routledge, 
2010) and in articles. The book explores how people living in these impoverished islands interact with the tigers 
and how their perceptions of tigers and locale articulate contradictory understandings of sociality. 

 
The first of the two publications I have co-written is: The Bengal Diaspora: Rethinking Muslim Migration 
(Routledge, December 2015). This book challenges a predominant assumption of theories of diaspora, namely 
that migrants settle in the West whereas, in fact, most remain in, or very close to, their own countries and 
regions of origin in the Global South. Dealing with the experience of Bengali Muslims, the research fills in the 
major gaps in historical and contemporary empirical knowledge about these communities, interactions with 
their ‘host communities’ and their links to those left behind. The second publication, a teaching resource 
booklet, comprises a comparative inter- and intra-national approach, spanning Bangladesh, India and Britain, 
and explores key sites within these nation-states. It is linked to a companion website where through various life-
stories, pictorial narratives and a historical timeline, it is possible for British-Bangladeshi children to get a greater 
sense of the histories of their ancestors, explore different phases of migration and settlement, and understand 
the shifting formations of ‘community’. 

 
 

  

https://www.academia.edu/4730008/Forest_of_Tigers_People_Politics_and_Environment_in_the_Sundarbans_NOW_FULL_BOOK_ADDED_2010_New_York_London_New_Delhi_Routledge_
https://nus.academia.edu/AnnuJalais
http://www.banglastories.org/


 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Pounamu Skelton 

 
 

 
 

Pounamu Skelton of Te Āti Awa Taranaki and Ngati Ruanui Iwi, is a lecturer at Ara Institute of Canterbury. Skelton 
is the driving force behind Maara Kai, a community garden project which is involved in about 20 vegetable plots 
throughout the Taranaki. A keen educator and Hua Parakore practitioner, Pounamu has a number of projects 
underway which we asked her to share with us. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.journal.mai.ac.nz/sites/default/files/Pages%20131%20-%20145.pdf


 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Yanniek Schoonhoven  

 

 
 
 
Yanniek studied sustainable development at the University of Utrecht. After working as a business developer for 
Commonland, she went to La Junquera, a family farm in Southern Spain, to do research for her thesis, and is 
now working there in a managerial role. La Junquera is leading the way for regenerative organic agriculture, 
showcasing its potential and providing tools for a transition to healthier soil and more effective land 
stewardship. Yanniek also coordinates the Regeneration Academy, an organisation providing students, 
researchers and professionals with training and guidance to have a positive impact on the land, and helping 
farmers and agribusinesses to transform to sustainable practices. 
 
  

https://lajunquera.com/
https://www.regeneration-academy.org/


 

 

Discussants 
 
Paige West, Columbia University 
Michael Goldsmith, University of Waikato 
Anselmo Matusse, University of Cape Town 
Dirk Roep, Wageningen University and Research  
A. R. Vasavi, Independent Researcher 
Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt, Australian National University 
Andrew Flachs, Purdue University, 
Vinicius Furuie, Havard University 
Piers Locke, University of Canterbury 
Dana Powell, Appalachian State University 
Alyssa Paredes, University of Michigan 
Margaret Forster, Massey University 
Laura Pereira, University of the Witwatersrand 
Juliana Mansvelt, Massey University 
Sarah Ousterhoudt, Indiana University 
Max Ajl, Wageningen University and Research 
Matthew Henry, Massey University 
 
 

Chairs 
 
Serena Stein, Wageningen University and Research 
Alice Beban, Massey University 
Andrew Dickson, Massey University 
Sita Venkateswar, Massey University 
Hone Morris, Massey University 
Trisia Farrelly, Massey University 
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